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WELCOME 


We’ve named this issue of Welford Matters the “Lockdown Special” - the first 
and, hopefully, the only one of its kind. To be honest, with all the events and 
meetings of the village societies cancelled or postponed because of the COVID- 
19 virus I didn’t quite know what to expect in terms of contributions and articles. 
As it turned out I needn’t have worried because there has been a fantastic 
response with more photographs than ever and stories of imaginative ways people 
have found to try and “keep on keeping on”! (I particularly liked the headline of 
“Lockdown doesn’t stop the Brownies”) 

Adverse times can very often bring out the best in people and it has been truly 
impressive to see how the village community has reacted to this lockdown. Over 
70 residents volunteered to help their neighbours under an initiative coordinated 
by the Parish Council. One individual resident has organized a free food 
initiative to deliver food and essentials to the needy (more in a separate article in 
the following pages). The Church parish clergy have been available with their 
help and support for parishioners and have kept services going remotely through Zoom technology. Finally we must 
not forget our own local businesses who have done a fantastic job in serving the community despite the pressures 
that lockdown brings. 

The appearance of an impressive rainbow in the skies above the village a little while ago was almost meant to be 
and we have John Wibberley to thank for capturing it on camera and it seemed an obvious choice for our front cover 
—hope you like it. In true “lockdown special” style we have also included a couple of quizzes to keep you going — a 
music and a picture quiz — cunningly put together by our own Colin Winston. 

And of course we have seen the 75th anniversary of 


VE Day and although the restrictions on our lives and 

movements curtailed the public celebrations in the Dates for 2020/21 

village, we nevertheless saw houses decorated with Deadline Publication 
Issue for articles & Distribution 


flags, residents out in their gardens keeping a social 
distance from others but celebrating nevertheless. We 


: _ #24 (Jul/Aug) 17:00, 10 Jul 25/26 Jul 
have included some photos and also two originals from 


75 years ago — one of which is of our very own Home #25 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 11 Sep 26/27 Sep 
Guard (“Don’t Panic!’’). 

It’s also been business as (more-or-less) usual in #26 (Nov/Dec) 17:00,6Nov 21/22 Nov 
terms of the reports from our local councilors. We have 
a full summary of the Annual Meeting of the Parish #27 (Jan/Feb)  17:00,8Jan 23/24 Jan 
Council, Mike Brain’s County Councillor’s report and a 
welcome to Welford Matters for Manuela Perteghella as #28 (Mar/Apr) 17:00,5 Mar 20/21 Mar 
our new District Councillor. The articles provide an 
informative update on what’s been going on. #29 (May/Jun)  17:00,7 May 22/23 May 
Richard 
WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 
Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith and 
Distribution: David Nicholls does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. Contributors’ 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically requested otherwise 
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COVER PHOTO: Rainbow over Welford by John Wibberley May | June 2020 * Welford Matters 3 


OL 5 Bespoke soft furnishings 
wet established 1990 


Luxurious & Elegant 


Established in 1990 Finishing Touches has been providing clients in Warwickshire and the 
surrounding counties with the very best in soft fumishings for nearly 30 years, 
Our attention to detail, personal service and handpicked suppliers means no matter what 
your style or decorating taste we will be able to make you the cushions, curtains or 
upholstery to give you c room that is your very own bespoke space. 


Consultation 


We start with c meeting where we discuss your requirements, explore your space and 
get a thorough understanding of the style and feel you want from the room. Our quote 
and design advice is free and you are under no obligation to proceed. Fabric and 
materials samples can be provided before commencing on any work. 


Production & Installation 


All soft furnishings are produced in our Warwickshire studio where we over see every 
aspect of production and ensure every item is finished to our own high standards, Our 
team then fit and install your items completing our full, bespoke service. 


Contact Us 


Pre-loved fashion 
to buy or sell 


| Fp 
the & 
wardrobe 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


Call us on 01789 750551 
or visit us online at 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 
Welford on Avon, Warwickshire 


Find us on 


Facebook 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 


Counters 


Accounts 
Chartered 
Taxation 


Management 
Accountants 


Management Accounts 
Planning & Budgeting 
Making Tax Digital 


CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Cloud Accounting 
Bookkeeping & VAT 

Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 
Business Start Up 

TAG Financial Planning 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 


Welford Matters 
on Facebook 


Topics that have been posted online recently include: 


¢ Many articles and advice on help etc during the 
Covid-19 crisis and lockdown 
¢ Alcester Police South updates and weekly reports 
¢ An alert on rogue rubbish collectors in the area 
¢ Green garden waste bins have been stolen in 
Welford (It has been recommended that residents 
paint their house name or number of the side of the 
bin) 
Welford AmDrams — a request for any photos of a 
mixed programme of old-time songs and sketches 
performed in the village over 3 nights in 1987. (If 
you have any then as well as Facebook you can 
also use the welfordmatters@gmail.com email 
address and we will be happy to pass them on) 
The history of the planting of the horse chestnut 
tree on the Maypole Green from Sally Stratton (it 
was for her Great Uncle, Henry Norman Watson 
who died in 1933). 
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Community 


‘Ives and 


Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus the Open Gardens 
weekends have been cancelled nationally so there is 
nothing to report for Welford on that front. 

Likewise, Welford Wives is on hold until the 
lockdown is over. We have had to cancel all meetings and 
speakers and can only re-book when we know when 
things will be safe again. 

However readers may like to see some pictures we’ve 
taken of some blooms in the garden and of swans on the 
river, shortly before surfing over the weir! 

Peter and Sue Hook 


—— 
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GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 


Want the best lawn ever? 


What we do: 


Prices from 
As lawn care experts we apply bespoke, seasonal treatments to keep 
your lawn continually nourished and weed free. Whatever the size or P4 5* 
condition, we ensure that every lawn receives the love and attention 


it deserves per treatment 


Find out more and visit greenthumb.co.uk/treatments 


Who are GreenThumb: 


As pioneers in British lawn care, we are the UK’s largest and most recommended provider with 
millions of treatments taking place across the UK every year. With over 30 years of experience, you 
can rely on us to provide your lawn with the very best care 


For a FREE lawn analysis call 01869 345335 or email banbury@greenthumb.co.uk 


*Based on a lawn size up to 40m? greenthumb.co.uk Ei ee 


oaICC 
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ist Welford on Avon 


On 23 April, BBC Children in Need 
and Comic Relief got together for a 
massive fundraising special to 
celebrate the incredible people 
making a difference in communities 
across the UK and to support people 
who need it most during the 
coronavirus crisis. 

As part of the Scout Association, 
we wanted to go the extra mile too so 
we took part in “Hike to the Moon”. 
All across the country, Scouts, Cubs, 
Beavers, volunteers, parents and 
carers hiked one mile (or more!) each 
to complete the incredible 240,000 
mile journey equivalent to traveling 


from the Earth to the Moon. We 
hiked at home, in our gardens and on 
walks by ourselves or with our 
families. 

How did this help people? We 
turned our miles into money by 
making donations to this great cause. 
The money raised will be split 
between Comic Relief and Children in 
Need and will be used to support local 
charities and projects in the UK. 

What's the connection with Scouts? 
One of the things we promise to do as 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers is to help 
other people. By taking action and 
raising funds for The Big Night In, 
we’re helping people in our 
communities when they need it most. 

It also just so happens that April 23 
was St George’s Day — when we 
renew our promise to help other 


Community 


people. Taking part in our “Hike to 
the Moon” was a great way to live our 
promise and do something to help 
other people. 

Why the Moon? Eleven of the 
twelve people who’ve walked on the 
Moon were Scouts. 

Across the UK we have walked 
more than 240,000 miles and have 
raised more than £240,000 — both 
miles and money are still being added 
to the total. Well done to everyone 
who took part. 

Finally, we will have a number of 
spaces available in Beavers in 
September. If your child will be six or 
nearly six in September and is 
interested in joining Beavers, please 
email me. 

Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com 
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Gardening 


WHAT IS THIS LIFE... 


Well, we’ve certainly had the 
opportunity recently to stand and 
stare, but realistically our village is a 
very pleasant place for enforced 
“lockdown”. Almost everyone has 
some outside space in which to relax, 
and the Parish Council must be 
congratulated on how swiftly they 
have mobilised helpers for those 
(many) of us who are destined to 
spend yet longer periods inside. A 
wonderful band of helpers has 
materialised to shop for us and collect 
our prescriptions, and despite living 
here for nearly 40 years I have never 
before experienced such kindness. 

For many years now, the National 
Garden Scheme has been my pet 
charity (they are the prime fund-raiser 
for cancer charities, nurses, carers etc) 
so it was sad this year not to be able to 
open as usual — although the snowdrop 
opening in February happily took 
place before “lockdown”. So flowers 
and plants will be left outside the front 
gate as they become ready. 

The unremitting rain last winter 
meant that physical gardening had to 
cease; this, however, hasn’t stopped 
the weeds from growing, and even 
“nice” plants can swiftly become 
weeds when allowed to proliferate. 
Which led me to think that a word of 


Campanula pulla 
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timely warning might not come amiss 
if there are some new gardeners 
among us. (With very few exceptions 
young folk do not become “hooked” 
on gardening until they have their own 
homes — and even then gardening 
often has to wait until their children no 
longer need the lawn as a football 
pitch.) 

It is then all too easy to be seduced 
by the gorgeous photographs in 
catalogues, or to fall in love with that 
sweet little plant in the garden centre. 
But if you have a “smart phone” check 
out the plant before you buy. Some 
conifers, for example, are sold as 
“dwarf”; correct, but this actually 
means up to about 3-4 metres, and 
some conifers can reach 100metres! 
The word to look for if you want really 
tiny ones is “miniature”. These will 
seldom exceed | metre when fully 
grown. 

The phrase “ground-cover” is used 
to describe a kind of “exterior 
furnishing”. Beware, as some 
groundcover plants are so rampant 
there will be no space left for other 
things. Chelsea has a lot to answer for 
as It is the season for alliums and 
nearly every Chelsea designer includes 
alliums in the planting. They are 
lovely when flowering, but rampant 


Gonyolvulus cneorum 


seeders; so also are many of the tiny 
scillas in Spring. Within 3 or 4 years 
their exponential spread can give you 
years of work in the future. Real thugs 
are things like lily-of-the-valley, rose 
of Sharon (hypericum calycinum), 
most scillas, aquilegias, campanula 
portenschlagiana and c. poschkyana, 
and some grasses which also spread 
wildly. 

Other potential baddies include 
poppies and hellebores; lovely plants 
but just prevent them seeding. 

Some things, however, will never 
become thugs, nor outgrow their 
space. Among my “Goodies” are all 
acers, small rhododendrons and 
azaleas, cornus, daphnes, Prunus Kojo 
No Mai, snowdrops, tulips, most 
daffodils, erythroniums, fritillaries and 
lilies (watch out for lily-beetles), tiny 
campanula pulla and c. cochlearifolia 
and sterile hellebores (h. x ericsmithii 
and h. nigricors) and any others that 
take your fancy so long as you cut off 
the flowering stems before seeds are set. 

So RESEARCH YOUR WISH- 
LIST CAREFULLY. Speak to people 
with established gardens when — if? — 
we are able to do this easily, and give 
your chosen plants the best conditions 
you can provide. Grow whatever food 
your available land and energy allows 
(fresh-picked tomatoes, newly-dug 
potatoes etc bear no resemblance to 
bought produce) and freeze the surplus 
for winter months. Gardening will 
keep you relatively fit, limber and 
stress-free into old age — I speak from 
experience. 

Glenis Dyer 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon Flowers For All Occasions 
Memori al H a Il A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


Registered Charity No: 523032 
@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 


Charges for using the Memorial Hall @ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 


Community use: @ Festive wreaths and gifts 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £30:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 


Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 


Altematively - by prior arrangement only - 
for sessions less than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


Commercial use: ; 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £50:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 ( O VA 


Tok atin Painting & Decorating Service 


please email No job too big or small 


welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com eee 


07821 792943 01789 750879 
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Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 
You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 
Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | 
a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | ians | Roof Light Blinds 
Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to your home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 
weekend. See the latest styles 
with no obligation. Advice is free, 
Be. measuring is free, and 
= expert fitting 
is free* 
too! 
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Easy Lockdown Recipes 


Mum’s Easy Bakewell cake 


150g butter 

150g caster sugar 
150g self-raising flour 
150g ground almonds 
2 large eggs 

tsp vanilla extract 
6tsp raspberry jam 
150g raspberries 

50g flaked almonds 


Heat oven to 160C (180C non 
fan). 

Line a 22cm springform cake tin 
with baking parchment. Whizz 
together butter, sugar, flour, 
ground almonds, egg and vanilla 
extract. Put half of the mixture 
into the lined cake tin and smooth. 
Dot jam over and scatter 
raspberries. Dollop remainder of 
cake mix over fruit to cover. Don’t 
worry about any holes. Scatter 
flaked almonds over top and bake 
for 45/50 mins until golden brown. 
Serve hot or cold. 


Dad’s Easy Chicken Nuggets 


550g skinless Chicken breast or 
boneless thigh. 
3 heaped cups of Potato crisps 


Egg 


Heat oven to 200C. Line a baking 
sheet with parchment paper. 

Crush crisps. Beat egg. Cut 
boneless, skinless chicken into 
nugget-size pieces. Dip each piece 
of chicken into whisked egg and 
roll in crushed potato crisps until 
well coated. Place on a baking 
sheet and spray tops with non- 
stick cooking spray or Olive Oil. 
Bake for 15mins then flip over and 
bake for a further 10/15 mins. 
Check that chicken is thoroughly 
cooked and not pink inside. 


Children’s Easy Flapjack 


120g butter 
120g soft brown sugar 
120g rolled oats 


Heat oven to 170C. Grease a 20cm 
by 20cm baking tray. Place butter 
and sugar in a large pan and heat 
gently, do not boil. Stir in rolled 
oats and mix well. Press mixture 
into greased baking tin. Bake for 
30/40 minutes until firm. Mark 
into fingers while warm. 


Community 


WE NEED 
YOUR ain 


You may have noticed in the last 
issue of Welford Matters, that at 
the ceremony for the official 
opening of Welford on Avon's new 
School Hall, back on February 
28th, Julie Leeman, announced that 
the school had decided to rename 
their school houses after four 
significant individuals who played 
a role in the establishment and 
delivery of education at Welford 
School. 

Apart from the Rev James 
Davenport who established the 
school in 1851, the other three 
significant individuals were all 
head teachers: George Wright, 
Headmaster from 1894 to 1899, 
Miss Higgs Headmistress from 
1945 to 1969 and John Owen 
Headteacher from 1969 to 1994. 

I am trying to find photographs 
of any of these individuals, so as to 
put a face to the name for today's 
school children. If you have any 
such photograph I'd be grateful if 
you would contact me. 

Perhaps your children attended 
Welford School when John Owen 
was Headteacher, and there is a 
photo from that time stored away at 
home. Or maybe you yourself were 
a student at the time when Miss 
Higgs was Head Mistress, and you 
have a photo of her from that time. 
Who knows someone out there 
might even have an early photo or 
picture of George Wright. 

If you have some spare time 
during the 'lockdown!' to check 
whether you have such a photo, I'd 
really appreciate it. 

Brad Plimmer 

Chair, Welford & Weston Local 
History Society 

The Hollies, High Street 
750716 
welfordandweston.org.uk 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Aggregates Site Waste 


Skip Hire Site Tippin 
‘i idea & Topsoil Reports 


Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 


. 01386 841181 .°] Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


( sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 


Online Zoom Church Services 


Contact the Rector, Reverend Ros Greenhalgh for login 
details — 01789 751546, revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com 


Sunday Morning Service - 10 am 

Kids Church (15 mins) - 11:15 am 

Morning Prayer on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 am 
Evening Prayer every day at 6:30 pm 


Coffee Morning - Join us for a coffee and chat after 
Morning Prayer on Wednesday at 10:20 am (please bring 
your own refreshments!) 


VE Day 75th Anniversary 


Unfortunately there was no opportunity to publicly 
celebrate the recent 75th anniversary of VE day in the 
village for obvious reasons. However, I thought it might be 
of interest to include a couple of war time photographs that 
were taken in the village. 

Thanks go to Joyce Skinner for permission to reproduce 
these photographs from her collection. Joyce thinks the 


photograph on the top is of local ladies who rolled bandages 


for the war effort and the lower photograph is of a Home 
Guard drill in front of the Memorial Hall. 

If you recognise anyone in the photographs or have any 
more information about these events then we would love to 
hear from you. 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


Lockdown, lockdown, 
lockdown... 


Despite writing in May my guess is that as you read, 
we will still all be in lockdown. In April, I commented 
in one of my sermons that I feel I bit like I am stuck in 
a scene from one of Dr Suess’s books; ‘The Waiting 
Place’ in Oh The Places You’ll Go! Here is a short 
extract: 

‘You'll start to race [...] headed, I fear, toward a 
most useless place. The Waiting Place... for people 
just waiting. Waiting for a train to go or a bus to come, 
or a plane to go or the mail to come, or the rain to go 
or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow or the 
waiting round for a Yes or a No or waiting for their 
hair to grow. Everyone is just waiting. ’ 

One thing we can be sure of though is that, unlike 
‘The Waiting Place’, our waiting, our time of social 
distancing, our sacrifice of our usual freedoms, is not 
useless. It is sacrifice that will save others, will protect 
our amazing NHS staff, and will eventually overcome 
this awful virus. There will be a good news story. 

In the church, Easter was somewhat different this 
year, with services conducted over Zoom, but the 
Easter message of Jesus’ sacrifice and victory over 
death for all rings as true now as it has for the last 2000 
years. It is the ultimate good news story! In fact, the 
word Gospel literally means “good news”. It is a 
message of hope, that in all that life throws at us, God 
is with us and God is for us. This message of hope was 
sung by members of several UK churches in 
collaboration to sing a blessing over the UK. It 
features the Kingdom Choir and a few other famous 
faces. If you have not watched, I encourage you to do 
so here - youtube.com/watch?v=PUtlI3mNj5U, I hope 
you feel blessed by it. 

There is some irony that, whilst the doors have been 
closed, many UK churches have seen a growth in 
attendance through their online services; people 
seeking (perhaps) for something deeper in this time of 
difficulty and turmoil. If you would like to join us to 
find out more about the good news of Jesus, we would 
love to see you. Just get in touch to get the Zoom 
details for the services. The clergy and church 
members continue to practically support and pray for 
all in the local communities, so please do contact us if 
you have any needs or for prayer. 

Every blessing 

Reverend Jim Edie 

Assistant Curate of Quinton, Welford, Weston and 
Marston Sicca 
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WELFORD GARAGE ‘ant 
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x Mm Footcare 1) 


Service & Repairs (all makes) = umananot 


THE SMAE INSTITUTE 


AA A full range of professional Foot Care 
Services are offered, including: - 


MOT e Corn and Callus removal. + Fungal Nails 


¢ Nail problems. ¢ Skin Conditions. 
“’y e Diabetic Foot Care. e General treatment. 


Petrol Sales Surgery Open Monday to Thursday 
ra) TEL: 01789-614714 


Logs, Coal, Calor Gas 
www.the-bowyers.co.uk 


Opening hours 


Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


Binton Road, Welford-on-Avon ‘ ‘ 
01789 750200 Old Police House, Evesham Road, Binton, 


www.welfordgarage.co.uk Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE 


lelephone: 01789 750002 
Email: aspirebeauty@btconnect.com 


Website: v aspirebeautyandhair.com 


Aspire Beauty & Hair 
p y 


Fac »k: @aspirebeautyandhair 


Instagram: aspirebeautyhair 
We all deserve to be pampered and in this busy, 
stressful world, what better way to relax and unwind 
than a visit to Aspire Beauty & Hair Salon situated 
in the village of Welford on Avon 


High Street 

Welford on Avon 
Stratford upon Avon 
Warwickshire 
CV37 8EI 
Aspire Beauty & Hair offers a wide selection of affordable 
top-to-toe treatments including body massage, facials and 
waxing as well as specialised treatments in hair including 
colouring cuts and styling. For those unable to attend the salon 
we can also offer a mobile hairdressing service in your own home 


If you are stuck for a gift idea Aspire Beauty & Hair sell 
gift vouchers to be exchanged for treatments or products 
-young or old what better gift than being pampered! 


Affordable luxury in tranquil surroundings 
Aspire Beauty & Hair will leave you looking 
and feeling amazing... 


You can never keep a good Brownie 
down and a nasty virus isn’t going to 
stop Welford Brownies from having 
some fun. We may not have been 
able to get together in person, but 
Tawny Owl has mastered ZOOM so 
we are able to continue meeting 
virtually. 

It’s amazing what you can do 
through a screen, so we’ve enjoyed 
indoor scavenger hunts, Sooty says 
games, singing, and picture making 
from household objects. 

To celebrate VE Day we had a 
Red, White & Blue quiz, deciphered 
some codes, and made medals for our 
modern day, key worker heroes, such 
as the postman, nurses and the police. 

The girls are always telling us 
about their pets which of course we 
never get to see in the normal run of 
things. So we have used our Zoom 
meetings to be introduced to lots of 
rabbits, dogs, guinea pigs, cats, 
hamsters, and even a tortoise. 


| 


Brownies have also taken this 
opportunity to work on their Interest 
Badges which are always done at 
home rather than in meetings. Girls 
have been planting lots of vegetables 
for their Grow Your Own badge; 
have made gratitude jars for 
Mindfulness badge; and I’m very glad 
we have been able to exercise as there 
have been lots of cakes and biscuits 
made for Baking badge. 

Margaret Formby 


Community 


Brownies is for girls aged 7-10 who 
want to build friendships, learn new 
skills, help the community, 
and above all have FUN! 


Welford Brownies meet on Thursday 
evenings from 6-7.30pm in Welford 
Primary school hall. 


The pack is currently full, but girls 
can join the waiting list for places 
that will become available from 
Easter 2021. 


Interested? 


Then visit girlguiding.org.uk to 
register 
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BRIAN SMITH 


i PAINTER & DECORATOR 
DOUGLAS LEWIS TREE COMPANY ; ' 
; Interior & Exterior 
Established 1980. Reasonable Rates 
\ 


For all aspects of tree & hedge work For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations FURNITURE RESTORATION 
Tree condition reports Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
37 years experience By Craftsman Charles Bamett 
FULLY INSURED a French & Wax Polishing m= Furniture Stripped 
u Desks Re Leathered Locks opened & keys cut 


a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 
01789 751245 Established 1975 


Barton Road, Welford on Avon Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 


Call Karen today to arrange a 
consultation. 


Meon Vale Update 


Nosh and Natter 

Hello everyone and hope that you are 
adjusting to the new circumstances 
and keeping safe. 


Isle of Anglesey has been postponed 
to Monday 26th May to Friday 30th 
May 2021 so put the dates in your 
diary as this will be a lovely trip. 
With regards to the Turkey Tinsel 


Community 


Garden Birds 


The news is so grim world-wide I 
wondered if these bird pictures 
would cheer up our Welford 
Matters readers. These little 
beauties visit me every day and it is 


Luncheons, Trips 4 U, Meon Tea 
and Chatter and 3M’s Cafe 
Following the recent announcements 
from The Government there was no 
indication when large gatherings/of 
people 70+ may move around freely 
can take place. So, I am unable to 
announce when lunches, day trips or 
Meon Tea and Chatter may take 
place. 


Holidays 
Our summer holiday to Beaumaris, 
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Holiday at Potters I am still hoping 
that this will go ahead but waiting for 
clarification from Johnson’s coaches 
and Potters Resort. 

We are currently working on Nosh 
and Natter Sparkle and anticipate this 
to be delivered by end of May please 
find below a word search on a life of 
a Butterfly for your enjoyment. 


easy to take photos through the 
window. Mr Robin is so tame (we 
have long conversations) he once 
followed me into my hall and stood 
in the middle of the rug! 

Cecilia Parsons 


Keep Safe — Wash your hands — 2 m 
safe distance 
Barbara 


GP The Life of 
A Butterfly Sg 
Word Search 
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Words To Find 
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Butterfly 
hatch 
caterpillar 
monarch 
wing 
paintedlady 
color 
delicate 
insect 
molt 
migrate 
lifecycle 
egg 
flutter 
antenna 
larva 
habitat 
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Happier and healthier 
or your money back. 


At Inspired Villages we believe our stunning 
properties, first-class facilities, focus on holistic 
well-being and real community spirit offer the 
key to the very best retirement. 


Our belief is so strong we now offer a money- 
back guarantee: If you don’t have a better 
sense of well-being and feel happier after six 
months with us, we guarantee to return your 
deposit in full. 


Experience the years of your life? 
Get in touch for more details: 


The years of your life? 


*Terms and conditions apply, see above link for more details 


Community 


Welford on Avon School Primary School News 


I hope you are all well. On Friday 28th February, the 
new school hall was officially opened in an event which 
celebrated the history of Welford School. We could not 
have imagined that within a few weeks, life was going 
to change and that a new chapter in the history of our 
school was about to be written. 

It has been a very challenging time for everyone at 
Welford School, like it has been around the world. Our 
school community has been dealing with the dramatic 
changes to our lives whilst worrying about our family 
and friends. Some have felt the heartbreak and the 
financial strain that this crisis has brought, and we all 
long for the sorts of social contact critical to our 
emotional well-being and our good health. 

Since the government announcement that schools 
were to be closed to the vast majority of pupils, we 
have had to adapt very quickly to a new way of 
teaching. As our pupils exited the classrooms, they 
immediately entered a remote world of learning. I 
admire, but am not surprised, the resilience of our 
teachers, pupils and parents to the change. Thanks to 
the fast action of the staff and the cooperation of the 
parents we had set up our remote learning platform and 
were operational by the first day of lockdown. 


The school building may be quite empty these days 
but the virtual classrooms are very busy indeed. Our 
teachers have uploaded a full school day and with the 
help of their teaching assistants are delivering live 
lessons every day. The school day runs as normally as it 
can. 

Staff can talk with pupils via video conferencing and 
check in with parents to see what additional support 
they can offer. Older pupils can work collaboratively 
with their peers during the school day just like they 
would if they were sitting side by side in the classroom. 

Other pupils are completing a time capsule project so 
that their thoughts and feelings can be recorded and 
shared in years to come. We have just started a ‘Virtual 
Playground’ which allows pupils to play games and 
have the social interaction they miss with their friends. 

There are many positives that we can take away from 
this experience; greater time to connect with our 
families, for one, and the outpouring of goodwill that 


we have seen in our local community and in people like the 
now Colonel Tom Moore, the rainbows painted by children 
displayed proudly on the windows of their homes, and the 
bravery of volunteers helping to deliver food and medicines 
to the sick and vulnerable. Throughout our community, 
people have demonstrated kindness and a neighbourly spirit 
in abundance. 

Our traditional community Maypole Evening event will be 
cancelled this year but we are working on a project to make 
sure the day is marked. 

It is reassuring to know that during these very difficult 
times, the pupils and staff are safe and that we remain 
operational as a school, albeit remotely. In addition, we are 
able to support key workers by retaining their children in 
school. I wish to thank those who have made this possible, 
their willingness to adapt to this new way of working has 
been admirable. Education is a partnership between pupils, 
parents and teachers, and we have excelled all expectation. It 
is not over yet, and everyone’s efforts will still be needed, but 
it is important that they are recognised. Take care, and stay safe. 
Julie Leeman 


Do you need an 
Electrician? 


Warwickshire & Worcestershire TOP! 
Top Tradesperson Winner 2018 


H Reliable 


W Clean & Tidy 
W Courteous 


oS Trustworthy 
W Professional 


SW Honest 


Checkatrade.com ogee sd wae 
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Call Now or Visit the Website 


Car) 

@& 01789 228021 
www.andywillcox.com 
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SEAN FEENEY 
furniture 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Craftsman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 
07821 330 362 


enquiries(@seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


A. Electrical 


y 


Anne McMahon 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents for other countries: 
v Powers of Attorney 
Inheritance papers 
Certified copy ID/qualifications 
Consent to travel 
Legalisation (Apostille) 
Spanish translations 


UK Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs): 
Y¥ Home visits by arrangement 
v Friendly & efficient service 
Y¥ Competitive rates 


For more information, please ring 07769 655413 
or email: annem.mcmahon@btinternet.com 


www.annemcmahon.co.uk 


Aaron Middleton 
+44 (0) 7545 523 472 


hello@a-m-electrical.com 


From actual MIX to virtual MIX! 


MIX aims to be accessible church for people with 
additional needs, their families, friends and carers. The 
lockdown has meant that it has not been possible to hold 
our monthly MIX gathering on the third Sunday of the 
month as we usually would. But we did not want this to 
stop us from spending time being creative in exploring 
God’s word, praying and keeping in touch with one 
another as far as possible. 

So, we decided to try and put together a ‘Virtual 
MIX’ for the third Sunday in April. With kind offers of 
help and support, we managed to include some music 
and Makaton signing with some ideas for ‘do at home’ 
crafts and prayers - all around a colour themed version 
of the much loved Bible verse from John’s Gospel 
(Chapter 3, verse 16)... 

“Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him would 
not be lost but have eternal life.” 

We are grateful to ‘theBarn’ Baptist Church, Bidford 
for including ‘Virtual MIX’ on their Virtual Service 
YouTube Channel and are delighted that over 150 
people have been able to view it there. We are learning 
as we go along, and with helpful feedback from people 
who joined in April, we aim to continue with a monthly 
‘Virtual MIX’ for as long as we are unable to meet 
together in person. 

The Bible theme for May will be the ‘The Lord’s my 
Shepherd’ from the 23rd Psalm with more singing, 
signing, praying and making. 

You can find Virtual MIX by going to the VIDEO 
options on ‘theBarn Bidford Virtual Service’ Channel 
on YouTube and looking out for the MIX logo. 

The specific link to April’s Virtual MIX is... 
youtube.com/watch?v=6fAnwiLle2s&t=28s 


Virtual Mix April 2020 


For more information about MIX please e-mail 
ruth.shipman@googlemail.com or you can phone Yvette 
Grundy on 01789 750006 


Community 


Cats in Lockdown 


Well, everything changed after our last report. Visitors 
stopped coming, vet operations were cancelled, 
volunteers were limited. Still cats needed rescuing. 

We have not taken in any unwanted pets, but so many 
strays have been found. 

Some had been living behind shops, now closed; some 
came from rubbish tips; some just turned up in gardens. 

We have managed to carefully accept strays by having 
carriers left in the drive. Eight of the cats we took in 
were pregnant, so now we have an abundance of kittens. 
However, they are all safe and healthy and will find 
forever homes when the time comes. 

Similarly, we had unneutered toms found and many vets 
have not been operating so we have had to wait to get 
the toms sorted. 

There have been some positives. We have found 
homes for cats through videos and photos. People have 
had time at home to spend with some of our more 
challenging cats. Again, we have delivered or packed 
cats into carriers to be collected. We have heard that it 
has been a great comfort to some owners to be able to 
focus on a pet to keep them busy at this difficult time. 

We are still kept busy. With 8 nursing mother cats and 
32 kittens, as well as cats on medication, insulin, thyroid 
treatment etc. there is little time to be bored. We also 
send grateful thanks to those who have dropped off food 
and bedding or sent donations to make up for our missed 
fund-raising events. 

We have a large store of raffle prizes waiting to be 
won when we have our next event, whenever that might 
be. Let's hope for better news soon. 

Keep well 
Rosemary Spicer 
avoncatrescue.org 
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Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Nature Watch 

I have attached a few photographs 
from our Welford garden during 
lockdown. It is the perfect time to 
observe the natural world around us. 
Helen Harvey 
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Obviously celebrations in the village were curtailed by the 
Covid-19 crisis, however, many residents still managed 
to mark the occasion while conforming to social 
distancing guidelines. A great example is in the 
photograph of residents of Willow Bank who were very 
organised with their social distancing. (Photo - Ramsay 
Reaney). 

Under normal circumstances residents of Quineys Leys 
would hold a street party but instead Chris Weston and 
family offered to cook pizzas for local residents with 
donations going to charity. This turned out to be very 
popular and the catering team turned out 55 pizzas on the 
day with Mark Weston manning the pizza oven and his 
fiancé Ash assembling the toppings (see photo). Pizzas 
were collected or delivered by time slots and consumed at 
home or on front lawns to preserve social distancing. One 
of our older residents Geoff Smith turned out in his old 
ARP helmet and gas mask and can be seen alongside one 
of our younger residents Jos Beveridge defending 
Quineys Leys (photos by the Mays). There was even 
music from the period provided on a wind up gramophone 
and 78s to "entertain" the catering staff and customers. It 
has to be said that digital recordings have moved on 
significantly from bakelite. 

The weather and the atmosphere were great and most 
importantly so were the pizzas! Chris and family raised 
an amazing £460 to be split 50:50 between the NHS and 
Motor Neurone Disease which was a great reward for all 
their efforts. 


How Well Do You Know Your Village? 


I am sure that over the last few weeks of lock down many 
of you will have become much more familiar with the 
village during your daily walking/running/cycling 
regimes. The photo quiz on the centre pages of this issue 
is designed to test your powers of observation and maybe 
introduce you to some less familiar parts of your village. 
Obviously the photos have been taken at different times 
of the year and in some cases the view may have changed 


since the photo was taken. Anawerson pase oT 
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Hello everyone, | hope that you are 
all well and staying safe. With 
June 15th just around the corner, | 
imagine you are looking forward 
to getting your rods out? 

As mentioned in the last issue, 
there are some changes this 
season. We now have a longer 
stretch of river to fish on, thanks to 
Joe Dimarco. This area is up river 
and will be signposted. There will 
be a small increase to cover this 
and fees will now be £40.00 per 
season or £5.00 for a day pass. 

I look forward to hearing from 
you, please contact me for any 
further information you may need. 
Brian Quelch 
07973 414230 


Fishing area 
=== Additional Fishing area 


River Avon 
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JESSICA STEVENS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


53 


Timeless and relaxed professional photography 


MOVE BETTER LIVE BETTER 


Experienced physiotherapist providing 
thorough assessment and treatment for a 
wide variety of conditions including: 


* Muscle and joint pain 

* Sports’ injuries 

* Whiplash 

* Neck pain 

* Low back pain and sciatica 

* Headaches 

+ Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture 

+ Arthritic problems such as osteoarthritis of hip/knee 
+ Work related pain 


jessicastevensphotography.com 
tet: 07714583533 J poomerep 
Email: Charlottephysio24@gmail.com registered Giaricmatp cans 
Clinics in: Welford on Avon and a ie Saas ; 
www. hcepc-uk.org jessica@jessicastevensphotography.com 
Bannatyne Health Club & Spa Wildmoor 01789 750494 / 07506 912906 


5 Headland Close, Welford on Avon, CV37 8EU 
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Enhancing your Gardens 


PERENNIALS 
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T: 01789 751766 M: 07957 873199 


E: enquiries@jkgardening.co.uk 
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Feeding 
As ever, there are often positives arising from the face 
of adversity. 

We are all too aware of the havoc being wrought at 
every level by the current Covid19 pandemic. To help 
support the nations businesses and individuals, various 
unprecedented schemes have been introduced by the 
Government to supplement existing support 
mechanisms. However, support from these schemes 
can take time to be delivered and there are inevitable 
constraints which mean many businesses and 
individuals are not necessarily eligible for any ‘non- 
standard’ support. The short-term impact is proving 
severe for many, with a partial or even total loss of any 
regular income. 

Unsurprisingly, our community responded 
positively with many volunteers reaching out to assist 
those at risk or self-isolating following Government 
directive. This spirited community support will 
undoubtedly continue until we emerge from the current 
challenges. 

To bolster the individual response a ‘free food 
donation’ initiative has been established by local 
resident Catherine Walne-Pennington after recognition 
of how deeply some families are being impacted. After 
engagement with local supermarkets, a supply of basic 
consumables was established and distributed to those 
most in need. This has expanded following fliers, 
delivered by the Welford Volunteer Group to the 
immediate community, and conversations with local 
businesses and many generous donations are now being 
received for distribution to a growing number of 
community members. 

In addition to undertaking a City & Guilds in basic 
food hygiene, Catherine has established a network of 
donators and is busy undertaking daily collections, 


our Families 


Community 


sorting food and essentials and running frequent deliveries to 
those in need. 

There has been generous support from several local 
supermarkets, in particular M&S, Lidl, Aldi, Waitrose and 
Morrisons. In addition, there has been a fantastic response 
from Will and Colin at Maypole Butchers and from 
numerous local residents who are contributing generously to 
supplies! Engagement with other potential donors is also 
ongoing. Our local Parish and Reverend Ros are also 
providing excellent support. 

It can be challenging ensuring that the right produce goes 
to the right people and some fresh food can be close to (or 
very slightly past) its recommended use by date. Catherine is 
being ably supported by her sons, Will, who has previous 
volunteer experience of how the Trussell Trust manages 
Food Banks and is helping with collections and deliveries 
and managing the front room mini-warehouse, and Tom, 
who has been making homemade bread for inclusion in 
deliveries! 

In close partnership with volunteers running the Long 
Marston Food Bank initiative, the scheme is growing and 
being gratefully received. Let us hope that better times lie 
ahead. 


CAURCHESiR EE 


“TASTINGS: 


WINE STORE NOW ONLINE 


www.churchstreettastings.co.uk 


To compliment our Wine Tasting Events 
our hand picked range of wines are now 
available to order. 

Affordable to Vintage. Vegan & Organic. 
Personal service, advice on food matching, 
gift buying, storage and free local delivery. 
Making wine buying effortless and enjoyable. 
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A Trip to Galilee 


Having covered Bethlehem and Jerusalem in previous 
issues I am concluding this short series by remembering a 
trip I made in the north of Israel, from Nazareth to 
Capernaum — an area steeped in significance for 
Christians. It was here that Jesus did most of his early 
teachings, met his disciples and where, it is said, that He 
performed many of his miracles. It surprised me how, in 
geographical terms, it is not a huge area and a fair amount 
can be seen in just a couple of days — or even a day if you 
get a move on! 

Having left Nazareth I soon passed the modern town of 
Kfar Kana, held by many (though not all) to contain the 
site of Cana where Christ’s first miracle was said to have 
been performed, turning water into wine at a wedding 
feast when supplies ran out. There was nothing specific to 
commemorate this event but there is a small nineteenth 
century Franciscan church there where couples can renew 
their wedding vows. A little further on and I had my first 
view in the distance of Mount Tabor. This is an unusually 
shaped, almost semi-spherical, hill which has been 
identified since the 3rd Century as the site of the 
Transfiguration and where Jesus became “as bright as a 
flash of lightning” and, with three of his disciples as 
witnesses, supposedly saw two of the Old Testament 
prophets. 


r 


Mount Tabor 


When the Sea of Galilee came into view (actually an 
inland lake from which the River Jordan flows south into 
the Dead Sea), there were fabulous views, not just of the 
lake itself but of the Golan Heights in the distance, a 
fertile plateau and an area, of course, of long-running 
conflict. The country of Jordan was to my right. 
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The Sea of Galilee featured a great deal in Jesus’ early 
life and ministry — his disciples were, as we know, 
fishermen there. But my first stop was at the far south of 
the lake, to the River Jordan itself and to the Yardenit 
Baptismal Site, a charming though busy spot where people 
can visit the shores of the river and actually experience a 
baptism in the river (if you want to). Whether it was the 
site of the famous baptism by John the Baptist is open to 
question since the New Testament doesn’t actually provide 
any landmarks to identify the exact location but given its 
position this area has to be a contender. Commercialism 
has played its part at Yardenit with stalls selling 
refreshments and a large gift shop selling all manner of 
religious souvenirs including the inevitable bottles of 
River Jordan water to take home. I passed on that in case 
it caused problems for check-in on my flight back! 
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From the river I travelled north and followed the 
Western shoreline of the Sea of Galilee before stopping for 
lunch at Tiberius in a Kibbutz hotel (Kibbutzim are a kind 
of communal collectives unique to Israel). Tiberias is an 
attractive town in places especially near the shore line and 
is known for its hot springs which are believed to have 
cured skin and other ailments for around two thousand 
years. It has been an important Jewish settlement and was 
originally named by the Roman “client king” Herod Antipas 
(son of Herod the Great) for the Roman Emperor Tiberias. > 
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Continuing further north I passed through the town of 
Magdala (thought to be the home of Mary Magdalene) 
before arriving at the small town of Tagba on the north- 
western shore of the Sea of Galilee. Tagba’s importance 
in Christian history lies in the fact that it was here that 
Jesus is said to have performed the miracle of the loaves 
and the fishes feeding five thousand people who had 
gathered there from just five loaves and two fishes. The 
Church of the Multiplication stands nearby with attractive 
mosaics recalling the event. Nearby is the Church of the 
Primacy of St. Peter, traditionally considered to be the 
place where Jesus appeared for the fourth time after His 
resurrection during which it is believed Jesus again 
confirmed Peter as the lead apostle. 

Next was the Mount of Beatitudes which is the 
traditional site of the Sermon on the Mount — today a 
garden with a Franciscan church and fantastic views over 
the surrounding countryside. Finally I reached Capernaum 
in the far north-west of the Sea of Galilee and arguably the 
centre of Jesus’ teaching activities. There is a synagogue 
that has been excavated dating from the 4th Century AD 
and itself built on another structure that, it is believed, 
dates back to the time of Jesus’ ministry. Nearby is the 
site of Peter’s house and where Jesus performed his 
miracle of curing Peter’s wife’s mother of fever. 


Community 


through protected 


i! 


Capernaum completed my tour of this part of Israel - a 
relatively short distance of only 65kms from Nazareth but 
so much to see! As we approach Whitsun Christians are 
reminded of the time when Jesus’ work was passed on to 
His disciples and their own work began in earnest. As a 
group of people gathered around the disciples at Pentecost, 
Peter was the first to speak. His sermon was given to a 
small assembled crowd and it is said that by the end of the 
day the Church had grown by 3,000 people. In Catholic 
eyes he was destined to become the first Pope — quite a 
journey from life as a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee! 
Atlas 
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District Councillor's Report 


Since the last issue of Welford Matters was circulated at 
the end of March, our village life has been adjusting to 
lockdowns and strict rules on social distancing: among 
many changes, our societies and clubs, and the many 
community initiatives and sports activities for which 
Welford is renowned, including our annual Street Fair and 
Maypole evening, have been paused or cancelled, our 
local school has been physically closed to the majority of 
our pupils who are being homeschooled, religious services 
inside our churches have paused too. Some of these 
activities have found a virtual form online, others, which 
depend on close social contact and a coming together in a 
physical space, need to wait a bit longer. In these 
extremely difficult and unprecedented times, many other 
community initiatives have developed to help residents in 
times of the Covid-19 pandemic, created and sustained by 
wonderful village volunteers. 

I want to thank you all for the community spirit, the 
solidarity and help you are giving to those in need and to 
vulnerable neighbours and friends. 

I’m going to tell you now a bit more about your local 
District Council and the changes which have been 
implemented until now, as well as how the Council is 
working hard on delivering our services and supporting 
residents and businesses who need help and assistance. 

On the 26th March there was an extraordinary District 
Council Meeting to temporarily change the Council rules 
to enable business to carry on, and for decisions to be 
made quicker, with reduced personal contact. These 
changes reduce to some extent the level of input that 
individual councillors have, and therefore we as elected 
councillors need to minimise the democratic loss as far as 
possible. These changes are subject to on-going review, as 
the national situation evolves, and a Full Council virtual 
meeting is expected to be held on 27th May. 
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I will keep you informed of any further change. 

Notwithstanding the new ways of working, I am 
pleased to report that your Council has continued to 
provide residents with local services and continuity of 
business. It has also stepped into its community role to 
aid residents in need of support, as well as working with 
the County Council and other stakeholders. 


COMMUNITY HUB 

The District Council has been working with the County 
Council through its Community Hub, supporting 
residents who have been identified as extremely 
vulnerable and who need to be shielded. The Council 
has been delivering hundreds of food parcels to those in 
this category who do not have any other type of support. 
This service compliments that offered by our Parish 
Council-led community network of volunteers. 


BUSINESS RATES GRANT RELIEF SCHEME 

The Government is providing cash grant payments to 
small businesses and to the retail, leisure and hospitality 
sectors to support them during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
As of 4th May, the Council has paid this grant to more 
than 2,000 local businesses, who need to complete the 
on-line application to qualify. The application form can 
be found on the SDC website. 


WASTE & RECYCLING 

In order to maintain a collection for every property, 
crews will only be able to empty the contents of the 
bins. No extra waste will be collected with any of the 
bins (grey, recycling or garden) during this time. I will 
let you know when the County Council can safely 
reopen its Recycling Centres as new guidelines have 
just been published by DEFRA. 

Unfortunately, there have been incidents of fly 
tipping around the District. At the time of writing, I 
have not heard of any incidents in our ward. The 
message to residents is to store any surplus waste and 
rubbish safely at home, until Burton Farm Recycling 
Centre is open again. You can also keep an eye on its 
reopening and any new associated social distancing 
regulations here: 
warwickshire. gov.uk/recyclingburtonfarm 


PLANNING 

Because of the pandemic, temporary changes to the 
decision-making process in planning have been 
implemented, especially in relation to planning 
committees, and these can be read on the Council’s 
website: stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/the- 
application-process.cfm PF» 


Since planning committees are currently cancelled, it is 
important that your views are represented in contentious 
planning applications. I am working to ensure that virtual 
planning committee meetings with participation from 
registered members of the public are implemented as soon 
as practically possible. 

I am also asking the Planning Department about the 
Supplementary Documentation Plan on Climate Change 
Adaptation and Mitigation. This is part of the Core 
Strategy, and some of you contributed to recent consultation 
on this. I will update you on this in the next issue. 


TESTING CENTRE 

Testing has been expanded to include care home staff and 
residents. Further, anyone in England with Covid-19 
symptoms, who either has to leave home to go to work or 
is aged 65 and over, will now also be able to get tested. 
Tests can be booked immediately using this link: 
gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 


RECOVERY PLAN 

You might have already heard about the severe economic 
impact of Covid-19 on our District. According to the 
Centre for Progressive Policy our District is the 4th worst 
affected local authority regarding decline of economic 
output. This is because our economy is mainly focused on 
tourism, the creative industries and in parts on the 
automotive sector, all of which are severely affected by 
the pandemic. 

The Council is putting together a recovery plan, and I 
will keep you informed on steps and progress, and how 
both the economic decline and the recovery plan will 
impact on our ward. We have asked that any recovery plan 
should have cross-party input. 


CULTURE IN QUARANTINE 

In these trying times, arts, culture and creativity are 
immensely important, and they will play an important role, 
especially in our District, to both social and economic 
recovery. So, I wanted to let you know of some of the 
resources available. 

Since childhood, books have been my companions, and 
always a constant beacon in difficult times. 
Unsurprisingly, I have gone back to books, to literature, to 
find shelter, inspiration and resilience. I have been reading 
in particular a brilliant book which surveys, collects and 
then creates a glossary of the ‘land’, and recovers lost or 
forgotten words used for describing the natural 
environment and wildlife on the British Isles. The 
wonderful Landmarks was written by poet Robert 
Macfarlane, and it is really a tribute to the British 
landscape, and its language, from the Scottish isles and 
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Highlands to the North English moors to the Suffolk 
Coast, to the Cotswolds. I’ve learnt that a ‘shard’ is a gap 
in an hedge (South West England), a ‘jogget’ is a small 
load of hay (Cotswolds), ‘ho ho ho’ is a call to cattle in 
Herefordshire and ‘duvla’s pani’ means ‘rainbow’ in 
Anglo-Romani. 

I wonder if we can create our own glossary, and find 
and recover the vocabulary of South Warwickshire’s 
naturescape, from the flowers in our back gardens, to the 
habitat of the Rivers Avon and Stour, to our pastures, 
orchards and hills. Let me have your nouns and terms, and 
your recollections of wildlife in our environment, from 
dialect, idioms, slang, common words, memory, and even 
from Shakespeare’s poetry! 

Arts organisations and museums in the UK and abroad 
have been creating virtual tours of their galleries and 
exhibitions. My favourite are the virtual tours of galleries 
at the British Museum, the National Gallery, London, and 
the Vatican Museums in Rome. For more information 
have a look at theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/23/10-of- 
the-worlds-best-virtual-museum-and-art-gallery-tours 


Where to find help during the Covid19 (Coronavirus) crisis 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
As you may know, the Parish Council with community 
volunteers has set up the Coronavirus Community 
Response Network and is offering support and practical 
help to residents with collecting shopping and medicines. 
One of our residents has also founded an initiative to help 
residents and families who are struggling because they 
have been furloughed, or lost their jobs, or are awaiting 
benefits. Together with Marston Sicca Parish Council, the 
Welford-on-Avon and Marston Sicca Parish Combined 
Support Initiative collects and distributes donations from 
supermarkets. You should have had fliers about the 
initiative through your letterbox, but if you did not let me 
know and I will put you in contact with the coordinator. 
You can also contact the Parish Council. 

A big ‘Thank You’ to all of you for the fantastic 
support you offer. It is wonderful to see such community 
spirit, solidarity and collaboration among parishes. > 
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For more advice and help these contacts and links 
may be useful: 

If you have symptoms, please check the NHS website 
which has clear guidelines on what to do: nhs.uk/ 
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 

Warwickshire County Council: Ifyou have been 
identified by the NHS by text or letter as extremely 
vulnerable to Covid-19 and need to self-isolate, call 0800 
408 1447 for practical and emotional support. If you have 
not had a letter or text but think you should have, get in 
touch with your GP as they may be able to help. 

Advice for everyone on coronavirus is also available 
on the County Council website warwickshire.gov.uk/ 
coronavirus or you can call 01926 410410. 

Stratford on Avon District Council has put together 
information for financial support: stratford.gov.uk/ 
health-care/financial-support-available--coronavirus.cfm 
Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme can offer crisis 
support with food parcels, information on free school 
meals vouchers and credit for energy. Call: 0800 
4081448 or 01926 359182 or email: 
warwickshirelocalwelfarescheme@warwickshire.gov.uk 
with your name and telephone number and they will call 
you back. 

Families and Children: Warwickshire County Council 
Children & Families Services advice is available at 
warwickshire.gov.uk/ children-families 

Mental Health and Wellbeing: Last but not least in 
these challenging times of lockdown and isolation, we 
need to take care of our mental health and wellbeing. 
Stratford District Council has put together a list of 
resources and advice: stratford.gov.uk/health- 
care/mental-physical-wellbeing.cfm 


Finally, I wanted to highlight the Role of a District 
Councillor and my responsibilities and duties to you. 
THE ROLE OF A DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 


Primary Role 

Represent the electorate to the Council. Participate in 
community leadership and also in the determination of 
the strategic direction of the Council. 


Main Responsibilities 
Represent, to the best of ability, the interests of all 
residents of the Ward. 

When appropriate, represent the interests of individual 
residents of the Ward in dealings with the Council and/or 
the Council’s partners. 

Provide community leadership by representing the 
views of the electorate to the Council ensuring that those 
views are considered in the decision-making process. 
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As a Member of Full Council: 

* Be responsible for the formal approval of the budget 
strategy, both revenue and capital, and for setting Council 
Tax levels. 

¢ Be responsible for agreeing the Policy Framework. 

¢ Take full part in discussions having regard, so far as is 

possible, to the interests of the District as a whole. 

¢ Take decisions which are outside the Budget or the 

Policy Framework. 
In the representation role, play a significant part in 
consultations on: 

* Development of local performance plans 

* Local initiatives such as community safety 


Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any query, issue or 
concern you might have. 

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home. 

Warmest best wishes 

Cllr Manuela Perteghella 
manuela.perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

07870488071 

Facebook @CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford 


THANK YOU! 


Welford Matters would like to add its thanks to the 
many other messages of gratitude from around the 
village for our wonderful local businesses who 
have done all they can to serve the village during 
these difficult and challenging times of COVID-19 
and lockdown. It makes us appreciate what a true 
sense of community we have here in Welford. 


¢ Maypole Stores (01789 750266) 
¢ Welford Butchers and Deli (01789 751566) 


and for providing a takeaway food service: 


* The Shakespeare Inn (Facebook 
@welfordonavon, 01789 750388) 

¢ The Bell Inn (Facebook @TheBellWelford, 
thebellwelford.co.uk, 01789 750353) 


For our other local businesses we hope to see you 
back as soon as it is possible and we look forward 


to giving you our support again. 
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Welford-on-Avon Virtual Annual Parish Meeting 
Chairman’s Report 


Welcome to a very unusual Annual Parish Meeting being 
broadcast via Welford Matters instead of in person. I hope 
that you are all keeping well and sane in these testing 
times. As many of you will know we usually hold this 
annual event in the Memorial Hall and invite all the local 
clubs and associations to present their wares to the wider 
village. 

This normally results in 50-60 people coming along, 
which for an APM is a great turnout. Clearly, we would 
love to have many more people sharing their ideas about 
how we can do more to improve our great village. 

When we are on the other side of this Covid-19 
lockdown we would love to see more of you? 

It has been another busy year for your Parish Council, 
with lots of great things happening locally and some not so 
great! I will list them shortly and of course the other 
official thing that needs to be done at this time of the year 
is to update you on the Parish Council finances — these 
will be posted on our website and the main notice board in 
due course. The numbers given here are pre audit and 
therefore subject to change. 


PEOPLE CHANGES 

Let me start with the sad loss earlier this year of Peter 
Barnes our long serving District Councillor, our thoughts 
are with his family and friends. Although we didn’t agree 
on everything, we certainly did work well together and 
that has been good for the village. We of course now have 
a new District Councillor; Manuela Perteghella; I would 
like to congratulate Manuela on becoming our District 
Councillor and of course thank her for the last year as a 
councillor on your Parish Council. Mike Brain continues 
to provide the Parish with great support as our County 
Councillor. Thank you Mike 


We now have two councillor vacancies on the Parish 
Council, one to replace Manuela and the other to replace 
Kerry Williams who has also resigned from the Council. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Kerry for 
her year on the Parish Council and wish her all the very 
best for the future. 

Our Parish Clerk & RFO Adele Street has been with 
us now for over a year and is doing a fantastic job for the 
Council and the village. I think a special thank you is 
due to Adele for rising to the challenges of a new job in 
some very challenging times, and let me assure you it’s 
not as easy as you might think!! Well done Adele. 

Your remaining councillors are Natalie Kennedy who 
looks after Village maintenance & playground 
equipment, village repairs and Synder Meadow and sits 
on the Flood Action Group, Martin Lake who oversees 
our finances and procedures, Colin Barbour who takes a 
great interest in green things and looks after Cress Hill 
and our fantastic Footpath network and finally but not 
least, Jamie Hockaday who oversees all things planning 
and is the vice chair. The two vacant portfolios are 
“website, traffic issues, speeding & enforcement” and 
“Remembrance Day, APM, Community & School 
liaison, PC publicity”. We do shuffle responsibilities to 
match people skills, so these portfolios can change. I'll 
be picking up these areas until we have our new 
councillors on board and to that end if you’re interested 
and think that you have got the time and energy to 
contribute to your local community please let me know 
directly please or via Adele. 


PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ISSUES 

Planning permission has now been granted for 166 
houses in the Parish; let’s remind ourselves that the 
“planning quota” for Local Service Villages like ours 
(no. 2) within the built up area boundary is 84, we 
actually have 117. We are now well above our quota, but 
the applications keep coming! 

The two significant changes that are now helping us 
are that SDC now have their Core Strategy in place and 
a 5-year land supply and of course Welford-on-Avon has 
its Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). There is a 
copy of our NDP on our website 
www.welfordonavon.com. Between the two documents 
it is providing much better guidance for applicants and is 
controlling new development a little better. We have 
also updated our housing needs assessment, again this is 
available on our website. > 
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However, these don’t stop new applications still coming 
in and we have currently got two contentious ones; firstly 
Weston House on the corner of the Long Marston Road 
and the Milcote Road for 7 houses; this development is too 
dense for an edge of village setting and the proposed 
access is on a dangerous junction opposite an electricity 
substation. The second Kehlstein, is off the Barton Road 
and is for a further 26 houses. The Parish Council is 
objecting to both applications on material planning 
grounds, but clearly after the floods we had earlier in the 
year, our infrastructure has been shown to be at breaking 
point and the access for the latter development is through 
Barton Fields cul-de-sac directly impacting those who live 
there. This runs roughshod over our NDP policy that states 
“.. development shouldn’t have a detrimental impact of 
neighbouring properties.. paraphrased’. Please continue to 
help us resist these inappropriate large-scale developments 
in the village. 

There have been 9 new houses granted planning 
permission in the village along with many extensions. 

We have commented on about 100 planning 
applications in the year including developments in Long 
Marston. 

Biodiversity has been and continues to be an important 
aspect of our village and we encourage all developers 
large and small to improve, not just maintain, biodiversity 
as part of their development. 

We now insist that with all major developments that we 
have a construction management plan as part of the 
application to ensure access / egress and that working 
hours etc are clear. 

We continue to push our case for improvements to 
infrastructure in the village; roads, sewerage, schooling etc 
before we get more housing! 


MOVING ON TO OTHER THINGS 

Welford Flood Action Group led by John Wharam and 
managed by Sue Fell, continue to push for better flood 
resilience and preparedness throughout the village; you 
can get more information from our website. 

During the floods earlier this year, when sadly at least 4 
houses were flooded, Severn Trent and WCC were active 
in trying to improve things with new kit in the pumping 
station in Weston-on-Avon, modifications to pipework in 
the village and roadside gully’s being jetted & cleaned. 
However we cannot be confident, and nor are Severn 
Trent, that we won’t get a repeat of the problems earlier 
this year when we had four places around the village with 
raw sewerage pouring out onto our roads and paths and 
then into the surface water drains and straight into the 
river — not at all acceptable. This is a real-life example of 
why we need infrastructure improvements before further 
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development takes place. Thanks go out to Mike Brain 
and Alan Caudwell-Jones for their help. 

The Flood Action Group has been trying to get some 
grant funding for additional works and we were very 
pleased to hear that Welford has been allocated £90,000 
for flood defence works, however since that news came in 
last year we haven’t heard much more on the matter, we 
will keep pushing. Thanks to John and Sue Fell. 

As you know we have two Defibrillators in the village. 
These of course need checking regularly and Brian 
Stanford continues to do the weekly rounds checking they 
are working and the batteries are still good; many thanks 
to Brian. 

Traffic speed continues to be a problem and combined 
with the new housing developments it is putting the local 
road system under real strain. The Community speed 
watch team led by Ian Edwards does a great job and are 
very effective when they are out there. Anyone who would 
like to help the team would be very welcome. 

Manuela and I have been successful in getting some 
new safety signage at the top of Welford Hill. The project 
was jointly funded by Mike Brain and the Parish Council, 
with the majority coming from Mike’s delegated budget. 

There is also a scheme in progress to improve things on 
the High Street and Headland Road. Mike Brain has been 
great in helping us get this through and has written about 
the proposals in earlier editions of Welford Matters 

Remembrance Day was again very well attended this 
year with three classes of children from Welford School 
and about 30-40 residents. Four of the year 6 children read 
poems that they had created at school for the event; They 
were fantastic. Thanks to Julie Leeman and her team for 
moving c.90 children around the village! 


The school has had a great ‘make over’ with a new 
nursery, school hall and other improvements thanks to 
lobbying by the Parish Council to bring together S106 
monies in the area for school improvements. The new hall 
was opened by our MP Nadhim Zahawi. > 


The two new benches outside the Memorial Hall to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the ending of WW1 
are settling in well and are now being used! 

We will have a new ‘main’ notice board on Bell green 
and a new salt bin at Millers Close very soon, CV-19 delays 
it! 

The Memorial Hall Committee led by Peter & Sue Hook 
are doing a great job improving things: Internet connection, 
LED lighting, a projector, a new large projector screen and 
sound system, a great facility for all of us to use. 

The millennium site at the entrance to the village 
continues to be managed very well by Dereck Tribe and Joe 
Sugden and Dereck is taking a closer interest in Cress Hill 
working closely with Cllr Colin Barbour. 

Footpath improvements are underway significantly 
funded by the Parish Council (Mike Brain WCC Grant 
Fund contribution) and include the bridleway between 
Welford and Weston and the network at the back of the 
High Street. 

A final thank you to all those who I haven’t mentioned 
for their contribution to village life! 

Unfortunately, we have also had some people taking 
things into their own hands and criminally damaging public 
property. The kissing gate on the High street opposite 
Millers Close has been removed from the end of the 
footpath. This gate is a safety precaution and aimed at 
protecting kids and dogs from running straight out on to the 
main road! So, whoever you are please put it back the 
Parish Council should not be spending taxpayer money 
repairing this sort of criminal damage! 


OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE VILLAGE 
Doug Lewis continues as our formal Tree Warden and 
provides expertise and comments on all tree applications in 
the Conservation Area, a big thank you to Doug. 
Peter Deakin took over as Flag Captain and our Standard 
Bearer is Alan Phillips, thank you to both Peter and Alan. 
Our ‘webmaster’ Colin Winston continues to do a great 
job transforming our website and making it more like a 21st 


century system! Thank you Colin for your continued efforts. 


Lastly and by no means least, the Welford Matters team 
led by Richard Ham continue to do a magnificent job 
producing our free local magazine and getting all of the 
adverts and articles in on time and delivering to every 
property in the Parish.. there are about 50 sponsors which is 
fantastic, and I am sure if anyone would like to add their 
name to the list and make their contribution, then Richard 
and the team would be delighted, e-mail 
welfordmatters@gmail.com . The team also includes 
Norman Leece (Finance & Advertising), Matt Winston 
(Design & Layout), Colin Winston (Website Liasion), 
David Nicholls (Distribution) and me. Thanks to all. 
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PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES AND PRECEPT 

The Parish Council had a total income for the year of 
£35,205 which includes £23,000 from taxation (our 
precept) £5,475 from S106 / CIL monies (contributions 
from developers) VAT reclaimed of £4,514 and 
contributions towards the maintenance of Synder 
Meadow from the Sports Club of £2,150. Our total 
expenditure was £38,624 so we overspent our income in 
the year by (£3,419) which reduced our general reserves 
to just over one year’s worth of precept at £26,068; we 
are also owed VAT of £7,462 which will be reclaimed 
shortly. 

A total of £26,349 has been spent on maintaining and 
improving the village. 

The biggest expenditure items are the grass cutting of 
the Churchyard, the Footpaths, Maypole Green, Holland 
Meadow, Birds Green, Bell Green and Synder Meadow 
for the football and cricket clubs. Over £10,000 has been 
spent in this area. 

£4,546 has been spent on maintaining and improving 
Cress Hill and £7,425 was spent on improving the 
surfaces of the bridleway between Welford and Weston 
and from the back of the High Street to Headland Road. 

The new notice board for Bell Green which will be 
installed post the Covid-19 crisis cost £2,195. 

We made donations of £1200 to the Millennium Trust, 
£500 to Welford Matters and an additional £800 to the 
Memorial Hall as a contribution towards the new 
projector. 

Meeting accommodation costs were £860 with £610 
for meetings at the Memorial Hall and £250 for meetings 
at the Methodist Chapel. 

We finished the year with fixed assets of £97,295. 


COVID-19 HELPERS AND VILLAGE RESPONSE 

I could not finish without saying an enormous thankyou 
to all who have been helping others in the village at this 
time of crisis. The Parish Council had over 70 volunteers 
come forward and between us we have been able to 
provide cover for the whole Parish with a safety net for 
those who need help. 

We also have free food and toys being delivered to the 
needy/vulnerable, organised by a parishioner, at this 
really difficult time. 

Thanks also to Will, Colin and Harriet at Welford 
Butchers & Deli, Raj and the team at the Maypole Stores 
and Richard Bluck at the Farm Shop in Weston... The 
Bell, The Shakespeare and the Four Alls have also done 
their bit with take-a-ways.. great support from you all. 
Many thanks for your continued support 
Simon Carter 
Chair, Welford-on-Avon Parish Council 
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BRAND NEW RESIDENTIAL 
PARK HOME DEVELOPMENTS 


NO ESTATE AGENT FEES NO STAMP DUTY NO LEGAL FEES COUNCIL TAX BAND A 


An exquisite and sought after village location, just 5 miles from Stratford-upon-Avon, this residential 
park home development is situated on the banks of the river Avon, boasting large gardens, private 


Lipide prstige fishing and boat moorings. Open Viewings Every Saturday & Wednesday. 


Leseenrys Riverside Lining 


sh, 
Se 
aS Situated on the very edge of the stunning Cotswolds, this new development has great transport links 
to Stratford-upon-Avon and Evesham and will offer buyers exceptionally high standards in a secure, 


Marsto . Edge gated community. Open Viewings Every Saturday & Thursday. 


Luxury Living from £220,000 


FULLY FURNISHED 

PETS WELCOME 

PRIVATE BOAT MOORINGS 
GENEROUS PLOT SIZES 
EXCEPTIONAL LOCATIONS 
PERFECT FOR SEMI-RETIRED 
10 YEAR BUILD WARRANTY 
GATED & SECURE 
STUNNING VIEWS 


Avon Park, Warwick Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 ONS 
01789 299 492 info@avon-estates.co.uk 


At the time of writing 
we're 7 weeks into this 
surreal period. Or is it 6? 
Or 8? I really am losing 
track. The whole family at 
home all the time....and 
home schooling.... it’s not 
for the faint hearted! So, let 
= me start by saying, if you 
AN t are a non-drinking parent 

j ~~~ during lockdown then, 
Wine & Me genuinely, “hats off” to 

you, you deserve a medal. 

If, however, you’re one of those clock watching for your 
reward at Spm, I’m with you! 

The husband is starting to look a little wild eyed after 
so long working exclusively from home. I think it’s safe 
to say that he has never been so glad that my business is 
what it is, although when he sees the recent deliveries of 
his favourites going straight back out of the door to 
customers, the look definitely turns to panic. 

The weather we’ve been enjoying has certainly 
softened the blow of being so restricted. As have the rose 
wines we love to break out at the slightest hint of sun. It’s 
looking rather bleak outside today, the bank holiday 
weekend coming to an end with a wild wind blowing (and 
I swear the heating has just clicked on - which would 
explain the husband skulking around sulkily). But never 
fear, the forecast is for sunnier spells to return so no doubt 
the calls will start again for rosé wines, much as they have 
for the past few weeks! 

Now, some of you may recall from an earlier 
instalment (so my apologies for repeating but just to get 
everyone on the same page), the only example of rosé 
wine being made by blending together red and white wine 
is rosé champagne. To make most rosé wine, red grapes 
are lightly crushed and left to macerate with their red 
skins for a little while (anywhere from a few hours to a 
few days), after which the juice is strained out from the 
solids (called "must") to be fermented in tanks. 

The longer the grapes' skins are left sitting in the wine, 
the darker the colour of the finished rosé....and the more 
it'll take on the deeper, more tannic characteristics you 
find in red wine. 

Red grapes have white insides and produce clear juice, 
so you can make any colour wine with them. It's the 
length of time that the juice is left in contact with the dark 
skins that determines whether it'll be white, pink, or red. 
Rosé doesn’t come from a specific place or region; it's 
just a genre of wine, like red or white. The biggest 
producers by volume are France, Spain (where it's 
"rosado"), Italy ("rosato") and the United States. 
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However, there's also excellent examples coming from 
South America (notably Chile and Uruguay), Germany, 
and Australia, amongst many others from all corners of 
the world. 

Rosé isn’t made from a specific grape either, indeed 
most rosé wines are blends of multiple grapes. Some of 
the most common grapes used in dry/European-style rosé 
are Grenache, Sangiovese, Syrah, Mourvédre, Carignan, 
Cinsault and Pinot Noir. 

One of the most frequent question I get asked is “‘is it a 
dry rosé?” Since so many different kinds of rosé are being 
made all over the world, the dry vs. sweet question 
matters a lot more than a wine's country of origin. But, if 
you're feeling totally bewildered (and it happens to all of 
us in the wine store!), here's a general rule of thumb: 
OLD WORLD ROSE (Europe) will usually be dry styled 
NEW WORLD ROSE (everywhere else) may be less dry 

Of course, it’s not that simple and there are exceptions 
to this (some California rosés can be super-subtle and 
bone-dry; some European wines have higher sugar levels), 
but it can be a helpful way to narrow down your options at 
the wine store if you're feeling overwhelmed. 

The husband has been ‘exploring’ rosés for a while 
now, and has settled, fairly consistently, for the subtle 
‘light pink’ rosés from Provence. For him (and for my 
more adventurous friends!) I’ve found some fabulous 
Spanish Rosado and Italian Chiaretto. These tend to be a 
little bigger and bolder than their French neighbours, with 
deeper pink colour and up-front fruit flavours that work 
well with meat. The colour does not necessarily dictate 
the style so do try those with more colour! 

I try not to be a wine snob, but I do find calling wine 
"food-friendly" to be an annoying cliché (it's sort of like 
calling ketchup "burger-friendly"), but I hate to say, in the 
case of rosé, it's actually fair comment. These wines are 
versatile because they fall in between the extremes of red 
and white — less intense than a big, tannic, mouth- 
busting red, but with more depth than a super-light white. 
The varietals span a broad spectrum from bright and zippy 
to darker and fuller flavoured means you can almost 
always find one that plays nice with what you're eating — 
fish, veggies, chicken, grilled steak, crisps, chocolate chip 
cookies, you name it there is a rose out there that will 
work! 

It's the perfect barbecue wine, the perfect beach wine, 
the perfect picnic wine and, as the husband will attest, it's 
also the perfect sitting-around-doing-nothing wine! So, as 
the sun starts to peak out once again, reach for the pink 
and enjoy! 

Stay safe 
Kerry 
kerry@churchstreettastings.co.uk 
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This week we 
celebrated VE Day, 
although not the 
way we wanted to 
celebrate in 
lockdown. That 
was a time of 
extreme crisis and 
sadly we are 
experiencing a 
similar crisis with 
Covid-19. We 
overcame that crisis 
and I’m sure we 
will beat this one 
and come out stronger, but it will take time. We in the UK 
are unique in a crisis as it brings the best out in people 
with community spirit and volunteering coming naturally. 


I’ve found it difficult to focus on other matters these 
last few weeks, that seem less relevant than normal, whilst 
many of us are suffering in so many different ways from 
this current crisis and from lockdown caused by Covid-19. 
I have personally been in self isolation since 11th March 
due to my age and my underlying medical conditions, 
which puts me in the vulnerable group, but my work 
carries on unabated as much of my work can be done by 
email, Facebook, WhatsApp or Zoom. Also, WCC 
continue to have daily briefings which are extremely 
helpful. 
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VOLUNTEERS WEEK Ist June to 7th June 2020 
Volunteers’ Week is an annual celebration of the 
contribution millions of people make across the UK 
through volunteering. 

My personal gratitude, thanks and appreciation must go 
to the people who live in my division and the wider 
hinterland for their continued selfless efforts either as NHS 
and Emergency Service workers or the many community 
volunteers for keeping us safe and supplied with our daily 
essentials. This week I have approved several grant 
applications from within my division with the focus on 
Covid-19. Hopefully these grants will help voluntary 
groups support the families and especially the elderly who 
are in need. Just a chat across the garden fence, phone call 
or by social media in some cases is all that’s required, 
although other essentials such as food stuffs are very 
important where individuals are in permanent lockdown. 
My close family’s personal involvement, which I’m proud 
of, includes: - 

¢ Working from home for Stratford on Avon District 
Council. 

¢ Working as a nurse at Warwick Hospital 

* Working as a Nursery Assistant for essential workers’ 
children 

¢ Working as Hospital Maintenance Supervisor NHS. 

* Collecting and delivering shopping. 


« 


Plea for army of THREE MILLION volunteers to fight virus | 


IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO NEEDS 
ASSISTANCE. PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I 
WILL DO WHAT I CAN TO SUPPORT OR 
SIGNPOST THEM APPROPRIATELY. 

As I write this report. This is the latest update of Covid- 
19 in the Stratford on Avon District and is as follows. I 
realise this will be out of date by the time you read my 
report, but will act as a comparison against the present 
position, which I’m sure we all hope will improve soon. > 


LOCKDOWN UPDATE FOR STRATFORD ON AVON 
DISTRICT FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS AS 
OF 01/05/2020 

It’s the end of another busy week across both the county 
and district We can advise that there are signs that the 
cases and deaths in Warwickshire are flattening with our 
region below the national average. Whilst we have passed 
the peak it is being highlighted that we are perhaps at the 
riskier stage of preventing a second surge, so whilst there 
is light at the end of the tunnel we are not there yet. 

The cumulative of tested hospital cases of COVID-19 
across the county was 1141 up from 955 the previous 
week, with 198 confirmed cases in Stratford on Avon 
District, an increase of 65 cases down from 68 the 
previous week. The cumulative total of 91 deaths across 
the South Warwickshire NHS Foundation Trust includes 
the four hospitals in Stratford, Warwick, Leamington Spa 
and Shipston. The analysis has been changed for deaths to 
be reported by individual Trusts so we no longer have 
district specific figures, which sadly reflected 65 fatalities 
last week for SoA. All settings deaths are to be reported 
going forward. However the rate of infection (‘R’) is 
lower than the average, which is continuing to be 
reinforced by households staying at home as this is 
remaining an effective measure. 

The district’s hospital capacity is continuing to hold up 
well which has a total of 432 beds and is currently looking 
after 55 Covid-19 patients with no patients in intensive 
care. This is an increase of in-patients up from last week 
but a reduction to zero for intensive care. Non Covid-19 
patients are occupying 45% of the other hospital beds, 
which means the spare capacity of beds is currently 38%. 

The spare capacity of beds highlights that the NHS is 
Open for Business and a new campaign has been launched 
encouraging people to seek medical care if needed. Both 
hospital and primary care settings are fully operational 
with all the strict and safety procedures in place. 

Across Warwickshire there are currently 12 out of 38 
nursing homes and 6 out of 70 care homes reporting 
outbreaks. Any ‘at risk’ residents in Care Homes suffering 
from COVID19 are being admitted to hospital. WCC is 
also working with ‘clean’ care homes and testing staff and 
residents. 

WCC is continuing to work with authorities across the 
region on PPE supplies and currently all clinical needs are 
being met and continue to be replenished from certified 
sources to maintain quality assurance. Whilst all care 
homes are responsible for supplying staff with PPE, WCC 
is providing emergency cover to ensure urgent supplies are 
met. 

Testing for Covid-19 has been expanded and extended 
to all care home residents and those aged 65+ who have to 
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leave their home for work who are symptomatic. A new 
testing facility was launched in Stratford at the Park and 
Ride site this week and this will be moved to Stratford 
College campus next week. WCC is helping to book care 
staff and residents into testing appointments and all people 
discharged from hospital into care homes are being tested 
for COVID-19. 

Availability of home testing at present is a bit limited 
but more will become available, but is less accurate than 
procedures being undertaken by trained professionals. 
Public Health Warwickshire has also launched a major 
communications campaign to promote the testing facilities 
using all forms of media including print, broadcast and 
social media. 

Contact Tracing is a key strategy in the government’s 
response to relaxing the lockdown and is being led by 
Public Health England (PHE); Public Health 
Warwickshire (PHW) is awaiting to receive the directive 
from PHE but is also putting its own plans in place as well. 

WCC’s services for Adult Health & Social Care are 
getting back to normal and the Meals on Wheels service 
provided by Appetito has witnessed an increase in demand 
but continues to work well. 

All rough sleepers have been offered accommodation 
however there have been a few across the county which 
have refused assistance and both SDC and WCC are 
monitoring them to make sure they are OK. 

Waste collections are operating as business as usual 
although the tonnage from kerb-side collections has 
increased significantly. It is anticipated that a few 
Household Recycling Centres will open in the coming 
weeks with new guidelines anticipated from DEFRA. 
Within the last week there has been a slight increase in fly- 
tipping adding further pressures on the hardworking teams 
at Stratford District Council. 

Domestic abuse continues to remain at similar levels for 
this time of year, but is being carefully monitored with 
hotlines extensively promoted through a big awareness 
campaign. 

The Community Hub which is being run by SDC is 
working really well and hundreds of food parcels have 
been distributed to the shielded communities across the 
district. In addition over £24m worth of business grants 
have been paid out to local businesses and organisations 
registered for business rates. 

A mailshot is being sent out to every household next 
week to highlight all the support measures offered. WCC 
has been allocated 1,500 laptops to loan to children with a 
social worker and disadvantaged 10 year students. Plans 
to distribute these are in progress and they will be 
redistributed over time. A child poverty action plan will 
also be part of WCC’s recovery plan. > 
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Both SDC and WCC are focusing attentions on a recovery 
plan as it is recognised that Stratford-on-Avon District is 
the fourth worst hit district from an economic perspective 
in view of its tourism, automotive and creative industries 
focus. 

Thank you for taking the time to read the above and I 
hope you continue to enjoy a safe future at home and take 
care over the coming weeks. 


UPDATES FROM MY PREVIOUS WELFORD 
MATTERS REPORT 
Proposed Road Safety Features for Welford School 
along Barton Road & Headland Road. 
There were only two residents who responded to these 
improvements 

Following Welford on Avon ParIsh Council’s virtual 
meeting via ZOOM on Tuesday 5th May, 2020 I have now 
given WCC the green light for these safety features to be 
installed, but excluding the 20mph flashing speed limit 
signs as it was felt by a resident/s and the PC that it would 
over-urbanise the village. WCC agreed. 
The measures include : 
¢ Replacement of old and damaged signage 
¢ Drop Kerbs 
Dedicated School Bus Parking 
Refresh Zig Zag Markings etc 
New signage to enforce no parking areas outside 
school 
Proposed ‘Drop Off? Area Only ( To be approved ) 
No footpath signage. 
Note : A Gentle Reminder to Parents NOT to park on 
or opposite the Zig Zag Markings. Compliance 
increases pedestrian safety. 
Proposed Pedestrian Crossing Points - Welford High 
Street - APPROVED . 


FOOTPATHS 
You may have noticed during week commencing 4/5/20 
that yellow markings have appeared at various locations in 
the village. These are markups for the much awaited 
footpath reconstruction and repairs, which I have been 
pushing for a very long time. Let’s hope they do a good job 
I’ve also requested a further survey of Long Marston 
Road where I have been pushing for road and footpath 
repairs. These has been highlighted again by concerned 
residents who I fully support. There has also been a 
request for the footpath to be widened, but officers have 
told me there is no budget for this work and to be honest 
it’s only achievable by narrowing the road or asking 
residents to provide some of their road frontage, which in 
my opinion would be an unreasonable request and the road 
is already narrow at this location. 
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WCC WASTE AND RECYCLING SITES 
Residents have been anxious for them to be reopened so 
from the 18th May sites will reopen under certain 
restrictions:- 

A booking system will be in place, A traffic 
management plan and it must be essential as we must do 
it safely and well. 


ROADWORKS B4632 CAMPDEN ROAD, CLIFFORD 
CHAMBERS 

I have received a road closure notification for the above 
location for 18/5/20 - 22/6/20 (35 Days) to facilitate 
repairs to a leaking gas line and road repairs by WCC 
contractors. This will cause major disruption for our 
villages as drivers of HGV’s and other vehicles will use 
them as short-cuts as they won’t want to take the very long 


ROAD 


CLOSED 


I have requested WCC officers to liaise with the 
contractors to see if the repairs can be done under traffic 
lights or in the evenings when there would be less 
disruption for our already struggling businesses, but this 
was not possible for workers safety. At least it will be 
done under the COVID-19 lockdown whilst there is less 
traffic, but still not good news for residents and 
businesses. 


NOTIFICATION 

Warwickshire gas distributor Cadent will be starting 
essential work next Monday (18 May) to renew an 
ageing gas main in B4632 Clifford Lane, close to the 
junction with Shipston Road. 

Engineers will be replacing 38 metres of iron gas mains 
with tough, hard-wearing plastic pipe that will last until at 
least the end of the century. 

The 12-inch diameter pipe, which is one of the main gas 
feeds for Stratford, has undergone a series of repairs in 
recent years, resulting in disruption for drivers. This work 
will prevent any similar problems in the future. 

The work is due to take four weeks. To keep colleagues 
safe while they are working, a 50-metre stretch of Clifford 
Lane will be closed, from the junction with Shipston Road 
(Waitrose roundabout). > 


Staff will be working seven days a week to complete 
the work as soon as possible. A diversion route will be in 
place via [route details]. 

The safety and well-being of customers and colleagues is 
Cadent’s number one priority. Colleagues will observe 
social distancing from the public and this work will not 
require engineers to enter anyone’s homes. 

Craig Horrocks, who heads up Cadent’s gas mains 
replacement programme in Warwickshire, said: “Our job 
is to keep the gas flowing to homes, vital public services, 
and businesses and this pipe is one of the main gas feeds 
into Stratford. 

“Tt is vital this pipe is replaced now. It has undergone 
a number of repairs in recent years and is reaching the 
end of its life. 

“This work needs to be carried out during the summer 
months when demand for gas is low. Having discussed 
this carefully with Warwickshire County Council, we 
felt it would be sensible to carry out this work while 
Covid-19 restrictions were in place to minimise 
disruption on businesses and traffic. 

“As this is a large diameter pipe that crosses the road, 
a section of Clifford Lane will be closed to protect 
colleagues working in the carriageway. We would like to 
thank people for their patience while the work is carried 
out. 

“Every effort will be made to complete this project as 
soon as possible.” 

If anyone has any questions about this work, they should 
contact the customer service team on 0161 703 1010 / 
1110. 


WCC NEWS RELEASE WORTH A READ AT 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk 


Big Increase in digital library downloads in 
Warwickshire as there is a national surge in eBook 
loans. 


KEEP WELL, KEEP SAFE AND STAY AT HOME 
WHEN POSSIBLE. PLEASE ALSO GIVE 
THOUGHT AND WHERE POSSIBLE HELP 
YOUR NEIGHBOUR WHO MIGHT BE 
ELDERLY, DISABLED OR JUST LONELY AND 
IN NEED. 


Best Wishes 

Mike Brain 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 
mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Home: 01789 720728 
Mobile: 07980 308568 
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Thank You 


Christine and Carl Bernard 
Richard and Vanessa Brookes 
Simon and Gill Carter 
C.H. and Mrs A. Charnock 
Christine and Paul Cooper 
Malcolm and Ann Crump 
John and Annie Daly 
Roger and Trish Dipple 
Patrick and Heidi Doherty 
Glenis and Eric Dyer 
Mary Edson 
Sir Chris and Lady Carol Fox 
J.E. and V.A. Full 
David and Kay Garman 
Mavis Gray 
Sheila Greenwood 
Rosemary Hale 
Bill Hazzledine 
Fiona Hodgetts 
Peter and Sue Hook 
Marianne and Niels Iversen 
Judy and Adrian Kenyon 
Margery Kincla 
Paul and Colleen King 
Eve and Ben Lee 
H. Lord 
Mrs J.M. McKelvie 
Eileen and John Neeld 
David and Jane Nicholls 
Anne & Brad Plimmer 
Michael and Brenda Porter 
F. Price 
Brian Quelch 
John and Anne-Marie Ratcliffe 
H and R Reaney 
Val and Mark Reckitt 
Diane Reed 
Phill and Sue Rogers 
Jill and John Rose 
Mrs S. Rose 
Annette and Tom Seeley 
Joyce Skinner 
Clifford and Barbara Smalley 
Geoff and Lorna Smith 
Jan and Paul Stewart 
lan and Amanda Thomas 
John and Connie Tredwell 
Dereck Tribe 
Mr and Mrs Walker 
G.R. and D. Walkden 
John Wharam 
Julia Worsey 
John and Janet Wright 
The Parish Church of St Peter's 
Welford & Weston Local History Society 
Welford Cricket Club 
Welford Parish Council 
The Welford and Weston Memorial Hall 
Welford Wives 
Plus 6 others 
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BARN 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 


The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, 


antiques and collectables. 


Kumon’s maths and English 
study programmes work to build 
your child’s confidence and inspire 
a passion for learning. 


Contact your local Instructor for a free assessment. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Study Centre 
Bob Mansfield 01789 772195 


Saturday classes now from 9.00am - 11.00am 


KUMC)N 


Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre. i ; 
= ¥ J 01789 721 399, info@barnantique.co.uk, www.barnantique.co.uk 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 8RP 


New Builds / Extensions / Conversions 


M: 07972 203 422 

T: 01789 751 345 
© En- Suite Bathrooms E: enquiries@avonarchitecture.co.uk 
= coe Sreagyes W: avonarchitecture.co.uk 


* Wi-Fi 
A lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful 


riverside village of Weston on Avon within easy reach of ] 2a, iH 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. | Wir S| | 
Bookings and Enquiries ical 
; REGISTERED PRACTICE 


Telephone: 01789750688/07909227690 


€-mail: info@threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 
www.threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 


News from the Allotments 


We are so fortunate that, as allotment holders, we have 
been able to have our exercise in the fresh air, and be very 
productive, during the lockdown! It has been a very busy 
time for us, despite the restrictions. In fact, lockdown, and 
the wonderful weather in April, has enabled us to get well 
ahead with digging, sowing and planting. It’s easy to 
practice social distancing on the allotments. 

The Allotments are looking very good at the time of 
writing, waiting for frost - free nights before they receive 
all the vegetables (and flowers) waiting in seed trays. May 
and June will see a huge burst of activity as all these are 
put into their final growing positions. The biggest problem 
is staying ahead of the weeds! 
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Community 


We do have a couple of plots vacant, and it not too late 
to start. Vegetables like runner beans, tomatoes, 
courgettes, beetroot, lettuce and salad crops can all be 
sown in May/June (or bought if you are lucky!) There is 
nothing like the taste of home grown, freshly picked 
vegetables which you have grown yourself! 

If you are tempted to “have a go” at mini self-sufficiency, 
drop an email to: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk, or ring on 
the number below. 

Linda 
01789 750971. 
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Community 


Now & Then - The Horse Chestnut Tree on the Maypole Green 


. 


e - 


As you can see our tree : 
has become quite well 
established since the 
original planting! The 
black and white 
photograph was taken in 
October 1938 and 
according to History 
Society records the people 
pictured are, from left to 
right, Willie Pariss and his 
wife, Edith Watson and Mr 
Richardson. The tree was 
planted by Edith Watson 
in memory of her son 
Henry Norman Watson 
who died in 1933 and the 
cost was 10/6d as 
evidenced by the letter 
posted by Sally Stratton 
on the Welford Matters 
Facebook page and 
reproduced on Page 5 of 


this magazine. & re Pa > 
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Music 


Only Connect - Music Edition 


How to play — the challenge is to sort the 16 seemingly random words/phrases below into four groups of four connected 
words. Some of the clues can fall into more than one category but there is only one complete solution. 


Keith Gong 
Tambour Bill 
Gentle Giant Triangle 
R. Dean Brian 


Pop Trivia Quiz 
1 Which film star's eyes did Kim Carnes sing about? 


2 Which record label showed a dog listening to a 
gramophone? 


Which film did the “Harry Lime Theme” come from? 
Whose first hit was “Denis”? 


Who had a No. 1 hit with “Caravan of Love”? 


3 
4 
5 
6 Who was the lead singer with the Pretenders? 
7/ Whose backing group were the MGs? 

8 Which group was once called the Anni-Frid Four? 
9 Whose backing group were the Pirates? 

10 Inwhich Park were the Small Faces in 1967? 

11. Who had a No. 1 hit with “Down Under’? 


12 Which '70s singer often performed dressed as a 
clown? 


13 Who sang “Black Betty” in 1977 and 1990? 
14 Who had an album called “In Utero” in the 1990s? 
15 Who was the lead singer of the band Vinegar Joe? 


16 What colour Corvette was a hit for Prince in 1983 
and 1985? 


17. Who sang with Robert Palmer on “I'll Be Your Baby 
Tonight” in 1990? 


18 Whose first hit was “Pictures of Matchstick Men? 
19 Which Spice Girl is Ginger Spice? 


20 Which song title links Tammy Wynette and Billy 
Connolly? 


Mick James 
Roger Camel 
Charlie Marimba 
Cymbal Soft Machine 


21 Who sang “Don't Sleep in the Subway”? 
22 Who was Vic Reeves' backing group? 


23 Which Beach Boys album included goats on the 
album cover? 


24 Joe Strummer was the lead singer for which band? 
25 Whose real surname is Gudmundsdottir? 


26 Who took part in the Eurovision Song Contest in 
Co-Co and in Bucks Fizz? 


27 Which band included Neil Innes and Viv Stanshall in 
the line up? 


28 Whose album “Sleeping with the Past” topped the 
charts in 1990? 


29 Who was Terry Dactyl's backing group? 


30 Which country do the Cranberries hail from? 


The Local Music Scene 


Obviously the Covid-19 epidemic has put paid to all of 
the local live music events that were in the pipeline 
which have either been cancelled or postponed. 
Hopefully as restrictions are lifted we will be able to 
bring you details of new and rescheduled events later in 
the year. There are a couple of events still planned for 
late August so it remains to be seen if they will go ahead. 
In the interim I have put together a couple of music 
themed quizzes. The first being a musical version of 
Only Connect and the second a compilation of Pop Trivia 
Quiz questions from a book I discovered on my bookshelves 
(along with lots of other books I didn't know I had). 
Colin Winston 


Answers on page 45 


What's on in Welford 


Please check with societies or organisations if 
events are proceeding before venturing out 


Parish Council Meeting 
> | 7:15 pm Tuesday, 2nd June - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting 
_ 7:15 pm Tuesday, 23rd June - Chapel Rooms 
Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 7th July - Memorial Hall 


A 


Welford Methodist Church Services 


| Due to Coronavirus there will be no services at 

_ Welford Methodist Church for the moment. Should 
you wish to speak or contact anyone please 
telephone either the 

Rev. Peter Powers on 07941328155, or Brian 
Bradley on 01789 488551. 


we 


hope you will 


-_ 


5 


TURN-UP . 
soon at 
| Welford-on-Ave >? 


- 
as 7 


A noatcard Ear from early 1900s advertising the 
fact Welford was well know for growing turnips. 
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Village Directory 


Parish Council 


Chairman, Welford Matters Liaison, 
Welford Sports Club Trustee 

Parish Council Clerk, 

Responsible Finance Officer 

Vice Chair, Planning 

Finance, Audit, Annual Accounts, 
Finance Process, Contracts 

Parish Council Website, Traffic, 
Speeding, Enforcement 

Rights of Way, Footpaths, Cress Hill, 
Parish Council Land Management 


Simon Carter 
Adele Street 


Jamie Hockaday 
Martin Lake 


Simon Carter 


Colin Barbour 


Village Maintenance, Flood Action Group Natalie Kennedy 
Remembrance Day, Annual Parish Meeting, Simon Carter 
Community and School Liaison, Publicity 


0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) 


welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


Community 
Allotments 

Linda Horrocks 
peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 
Art le ; 

01789 750940 (jill Rose) 


History Soc he 
01789 LariG ( rad Plimmer) 


Knitting for Crisis 
01789 750329 (Jan Harris) 


Oil Consortium 


01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
glenisdyer@gmail.com 


Sports 
Welford spens Club 


07711 887805 (James Kimpton) 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


ling C 
ores 1B Club (Brian Quelch) 


Bowls Club 
01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


sss 0D Ow Will Gough) 
william.gough99@btinternet.com 


Amenities 
Aspire cea & Hair 
fee ae 7500! u 


ee com 


peg th 353 
thebellwelford.co.uk 


The Four Alls 


01789 751329 
thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 


ole Stores 
wae 750266 


Memorial Hall , 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


Over 60s Club 
01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Groups 


01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 
Welford Wives 
01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer 

Becky Morris 

07890 512300 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 
alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Golf Course 
01789 751007 


uniors Football Club 
7713 070622 (Andy Newton) 
andrew.newton@adeptmanagement.com 


Seniors Football Club 
07833 545474 (jack ec) 
murt_jack@hotmail.co.u 


Vets Football - The Fat Dads 
07711 887805 dane Kimpton) 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


Methodist Church 
Rev Audrey Simpson 
01789 267971 
revaes@googlemail.com 


St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros eae 
01789 75154 


The Shakespeare 
01789 75038 


bile Butchers 
01789 751566 
welfordbutchersanddeli@gmail.com 


Welford Garage 
01789 750200 


